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(J.P. Taravella DECA Executive Officers) 

 

J.P Taravella DECA Annual Business Plan 

 

Introduction: 
 

The following report will encompass the activities, events, projects, and 

achievements of the J.P. Taravella DECA chapter throughout the 2018-2019 school 

year. In this report, we will display how our chapter members have expressed 

themselves as leaders who are academically prepared, community oriented, 

professionally responsible, experienced leaders. J.P Taravella DECA is seeking to 

achieve the bronze level for the activities and events displayed in this report. 
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Community Oriented 

  
DECA Applies Learning 

 

Activity 1: School Outreach 

 

1) Helping Hearts Campaign 

The Helping Hearts campaign was a Chapter Project introduced 

by Izabella Mesa and Olivia Zwick. The project's goal was to 

reach out to students who may have felt as though they did not 

belong or felt lonely at school. An amazing event that was 

conducted by the Helping Hearts team was an event in which 

members reached out to all Taravella students, inviting them to 

share a lunch with some people in one of the DECA rooms. 

Being that the event was held on October 30th, it only seemed 

fitting to gear the lunch around Halloween. With the help from 

JPT Pro Start, we were able to provide lunch for the participants. 

The participants also played games in become more social with 

the people at their table. For example, each table was given the 

task of discovering as many similarities between all the table 

members, whether those similarities be physical or interests. 

The event was a great success and allowed many people to 

have a fun time and meet some new people, completing the 

goal of the event.  
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(All participants in the event (Left) Participants sitting at their tables (Right)) 

2) Ice Cream Social 

As an ñICEò breaker social to gather our members and attract people 

to join the club who hadn't already, we hosted out annual Ice Cream 

Social! Every year our chapter hosts this event particularly to explain 

the benefits of the club for those who have joined or need just that 

last push to join. The social is targeted towards students to show 

them what DECA is all about and to encourage them to get involved. 

During the social our executive officer team gave presentations 

explaining DECA and playing fun games to help members to get to 

know each other and to show all the other students why they should 

join DECA. What's a game without a prize right? So naturally, the 

winners of games like the ñrock, paper, scissor, shoot,ò tournament 

and the ñtwo truths and a lie,ò game were awarded wintige DECA 

merchandise, like state and international T-shirts from previous years. 

Everyone who attended the social was given ice cream with their 

choice of toppings, regardless of membership or not. We served 

three different flavors, chocolate, vanilla, and strawberry. Also a 

variety of toppings that included, M&Ms, chocolate sauce, sprinkles, 

ect. Were made available. Members and hopefully future members 

had a great time at the event 
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(President Rain Meekins speaks to members (Top Left) Participants learn of the benefits 

of DECA (Top Right) Delicious ice cream (Bottom Left) DECA members pose for a 

picture! (Bottom Right))  

3) Hack to the Future 

The Hack to the Future outreach event was another chapter 

project started by Co-Presidents Rain Meekings, Aila somfin, 

and VP Mariana Soto. The overarching goal of the project was 

to share the learnings about saving for college and what it takes 

to be successful financially in college. It was observed that many 

students at the school didn't really understand the financial 

opportunities and programs provide to them. So the mission of 

the event was to educate students about their financial future, 

whether that future included college or not. The main event was 

held on December 4th in the gym, where several 2nd hour 
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classes gathered to listen to the presentation. Students traveled 

to 4 different stations and listened to guest speakers share their 

knowledge. Guests included representatives from Atlantic 

Technical College and BrightStar Credit Union. Also, our very 

own Mrs. Vasquez (guidance counselor) made an appearance. 

Topics included saving for college and future, benefits of 

entering technical college, and the benefits of putting money in a 

credit union rather than a regular bank. The event was incredibly 

successful in reaching its goals.  

 
(Hack to the Future Team (Top Right) Set up time! (Top Left) Crowd takes a survey (Bottom 

Right) Students listen as the project leaders share their knowledge) 

    

 

Teamwork 

Activity 2: Community Outreach 
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1. BADD 

Battle Against Distracted Driving (BADD) was one of our 

chapter projects, led by Dominic Zola, Emily Morell, and 

Ian Loinaz. This project was all about spreading 

awareness about how driving while distracted can cause 

serious harm yourself, others in the vehicle, and those 

outside the vehicle. The BAAD Chapter Project was 

centered around creating more awareness in not only the 

school but in the community. One event that the BAAD 

team held was the placement of a crushed car at the front 

of the school. That way anyone passing by would see the 

crushed car which was totalled by a distracted driver. Just 

the mere sight of this crushed car was enough to make 

anyone think about some of the decisions they make 

behind the wheel, and how just a simple text could mean 

so much more than a collection of letters. This BAAD 

event in particular was the perfect way to reach out the the 

community, and to also show the kind of activities we hold 

here at JPT DECA.  
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(A crushed BMW sits in front of the school, as BAAD members hang their banner (Left) Logo for 

Battling Against Distracted Drivers (Right)) 

2. 9/11 Stair Climb  

9/11 Stair Climb was another one of our chapters 

 projects, this is a project that has been done every 

year for the past 5 years to honor our fallen heroes during 

9/11. The event last A team of DECA members put 

together an event where anyone can participate in 

climbing 110 stories in one of our schools buildings. 

Firefighters were also at the event  also the event climbing 

along with the volunteers. The climb cost $20 and the 

proceeds go to families of firefighters who lost their lives in 

the line of duty. Anyone can donate money at any time to 

help. To help promote the climb members of the project 

went around to various businesses and hung up flyers for 

everyone to see, members were also very active on social 

media to help promote. The event also had some guest 

speakers and old firefighters to make the event just that 

much more special and unforgettable.    

 
(Group Picture of the Stair Climb (Left) Putting the word out about the Stair Climb 

(Right)) 

3. Crisis Text Line (ID Badges) 

Crisis Text Line is a free 24 hour online counseling service  

that allows anyone to get advice from volunteer counselors 

about anything from relationships to mental health issues 
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to grades and much more.The text line is on a secure 

network and is completely anonymous. Our DECA chapter 

put the number of the text line (741741) on the back of 

every students ID badge at our school last school year, 

and is still in place this year. Crisis Text Line can help 

save lives, It can talk down someone from harming 

themselves or it can help you get into a better mental 

state. Students at our school are welcomed and 

encouraged to use the text line for any of their needs at 

any time. 

  
(The back of the Identification cards at Taravella showing Crisis Text Line) 

 

Activity 3: Perfect Pair!  

 

J.P. Taravella DECA partnered up with Camilla Day Spa to collect 

toys for kids in need through the Broward County Family Central 

Organization. During this Toy Drive we were able to bring smiles to 260 

children from Family Central Broward. There was a holiday event held at 

Camilla Day Spa to collect toys and provide complimentary henna and food 

for those who came out to this event. Over 10 of our DECA members 

attended this event and our Co- President Aila Macarulay, helped run and 


